


Community Council Meeting
Date:  10th December 2024 Location: Cove Burgh Hall, Small Hall @ 1930

1. Fire Alarms and Housekeeping 
2. Present; 
John Auld (Convenor), Kenny Barlas Susannah Conran, Nick Davies,  Sheena Edwards,  Derek Fowlis, Kathy Gostick, Sheena Lamont, Christine Murdoch (Vice-Convenor), Ellen McVey,  Sheelagh O’Reilly (Secretary), Anne Strachan (Treasurer).
Cllr Maurice Corry
3. Apologies
Lynda Mckenzie, James McLean, Ali Mills
Cllr Mark Irvine, Cllr Shonny Patterson
4. Declaration of interest (financial and non-financial interests)
· John Auld (Convenor):  As the convenor I have had discussions with the Governance Officer at Argyll and Bute Council regarding my ownership of land that is identified for possible development in LDP2.  LDP2 forms part of Argyll and Bute Council’s statutory plans for the area and has now been adopted by them.  As the landowner for one parcel of land I would follow the current guidance on Declarations of Interest and would not chair the section of any CC meeting dealing with issues specific to that parcel of land.
· Sheelagh O’Reilly (Secretary): PNR Grant Application as was involved in preparing the application.  
· It was agreed by the Community Council that the circulated Table should be completed by all CC members and placed in the public domain (see below for the blank form).  The Secretary will circulate to all members (some have already completed) so that a table can be prepared for the next scheduled meeting on the 11th February 2025.  Creating a register of CC members interests including directorships / trusteeship of charities, development trusts and other organisations.   Table circulated (see below).  This was agreed and the form to be circulated to all CC members for completion.    Note that this table would  complement the standard Declaration of Interest made by members of the Community Council at the start of each meeting.  

5. Police Report
No police were present at the meeting. The Police report was circulated and is attached below.  
Discussion held on issues of speed limits / control of speeding.  
· Community Speed Watch:  potentially an opportunity but the costs of equipment etc. would need to be covered by the CC itself.  No equipment is provided by Police Scotland.  The A&B Council Public Liability Insurance would cover a CSW approach, but it would have to be followed ‘to the letter’.  Only one area in Scotland has a CSW (in Fife) according to the local Inspector.  Decided no action to be taken at this stage but continue to keep a watching brief.    
· 20 mph in Scotland A&B Council are to discuss this issue at the December meeting of the Environment, Development and Infrastructure Committee.  The CC will continue to track this issue and consider it again at the next scheduled CC meeting on the 11th February 2025.  The paper previously circulated by the Secretary will be discussed at the next meeting or when the Community Council is clearer on the approach of Argyll & Bute Council.  
6. Minutes of the CC meeting held on 8th October 2024
Agreement of Minutes for signature:  Proposed: Christine Murdoch, Seconded Sheena Lamont  
Actions / items not included on the agenda:
· Management of vegetation on C&K Trust Land and development of collaborative management approach with local landowners.  Secretary reported on discussion with C&K Trust Secretary.  They are interested in seeing consensus, including grass cutting, tree management, invasive species management etc.  However the C&K Trust is not the only landowner where there are concerns around management – in particular invasive species.  The Secretary will draft a letter from the Community Council to all significant landowners with land between Shore Road and the low water mark to invite them to consider how they, and residents (especially those living on Shore Road) could engage in longer term collaborative management and monitoring around invasive species and appropriate management /access arrangements.  The aim is to be practical and provide long term benefits for landowners and residents using all resources that may be available (volunteers, grants, trained people for invasive species eradication etc.).       
· Peaton Nature Reserve grant application update.  CC submitted, on behalf of the PNR team, an application to ABCAN for upgrading and improving access to the ‘outdoor’ classroom area.  Budget applied for was £1000.  This is a ‘one-off’ whilst PNR team update their governance documentation.  The Secretary was asked if Rosneath and Clynder Community Council had been written to regarding this, to which the reply was yes and a member of that CC is a member of the PNR team.
· Radio Telemeter Replacement update (Alasdair Reynolds)
· Further to my last report dated 08.10.24, I met Jackie Baillie MSP at her constituency surgery on 18.10.24.  Ms Baillie was very helpful.  She was unaware of the details of this particular problem, but very quickly grasped the nettle and wrote to Scottish Power on my behalf.  
· A complaint was recorded and Scottish Power got in touch with me: initially there was not much progress but after a second letter from Ms Baillie I was allocated a meter replacement appointment on 09.12.24.
· Scottish Power have contracted out smart meter installation to Providor and a very helpful and capable engineer arrived promptly yesterday morning to replace my telemeter with a smart meter.
· Having installed the new meter, the engineer tried to get it to connect to the Scottish Power Wide Area Network but this was unsuccessful due to no or insufficient signal strength.
· My new meter is therefore operating in default mode on a timer which switches it between day and off-peak rates.  I will need to continue to submit meter readings for the time being.
· I checked my new meter at midnight and again 24 hours after installation and the timer appears to be operating correctly so the off-peak rate was applied and my storage heaters charged up overnight.
· The engineer has reported the problem to Scottish Power and he says they have 90 days to resolve the issue and the job has been logged as incomplete for the present. 
· The engineer said Scottish Power will be keen to resolve this and he advised that they will contact me.  If they cannot get my new meter to connect remotely then they may require to make another site visit to install additional equipment in order to get the new meter to connect to the Wide Area Network.
· The engineer agreed that there are thousands of consumers in a similar position to me and that the electricity companies have a big challenge to get all the telemeters replaced by the end of June next year.
· The engineer agreed with me when I suggested that other consumers in my area would be well advised to follow up any offer they receive from their electricity supplier for an appointment to fit a replacement meter and if no offer is forthcoming it would be worth contacting their supplier to push for an appointment.
· My ‘case handler’ Nicola at Scottish Power rang me this morning (101224) to check how the installation went.  I updated her and she seemed confident that their ‘smart meter team’ would now be aware and that they will action the signal connection issue.  She indicated that the team will contact me and keep me informed. 

CC agreed to continue to monitor this situation and to publicise, using Facebook, the issue.  This issue could affect significant number of households in areas where mains gas is not available and the multi-channel meters provided options for various rates – including day-time boost. 
 
7. Convenor  
· H&L Community Planning Partnership (minutes circulated) attended by Secretary. Interesting meeting and a good opportunity to meet with other community councils (including at the pre-meeting), police, civil contingency and other social / welfare / mental health services etc.  
· Meeting with Norman McNally (HCC) attended by Secretary in response to their email regarding planning / supermarket.  C&K Community Council agreed that we should maintain neutrality in relation to the ongoing challenge of HCC to A&B Council decision making around use of land next to the new sports centre.  .  
· Remembrance Day: Attended by the Convenor.  The event went well.  
· Christmas Tree and Christmas Snow Men :  Community Council thank the MOD for the donation of the tree. This has been put up and decorated.  Thanks to the team (Derek Fowlis, Nick Davies and John Auld) for their efforts.   Thanks  also for the  work of Joy and Craig Holmes, Marion Jeffrey and Sheena Lamont for decoration the tree, village and snow men.  A number of Snow Men have been prepared and these will be put in place on Saturday 14th.  10.00 at CBH and 10.30 in Kilcreggan village.  All welcome.  
· Community Council acknowledged the grant to OC (over £9000) from the National Lottery to support ongoing work with volunteers. 
· Update on PlayPark:  The issue remains one of procurement.  The ‘allocation’ remains until March 2026 so still time to ensure the play park is renovated.  But disappointing as delays cost time / money and are disappointing for the local children.  Secretary to write to Cllr Corry on the issue to see if procurement regulations to enable sole sourcing can be put agreed.  
8. Treasurer
· December account statement (see below)
· Issue of charges for bank account for C&K CC.  Unity Bank for instance would charge £6 per month.  Bank of Scotland is changing the account from a Treasurers account to a Community Account (£4.25 per month) with additional charges for cheques / BACS etc.   Note that the charges and name change start on the 14th January 2025.  
· The challenges of Bank Accounts for Community Councils and the administrative costs from Argyll & Bute Council were discussed. Secretary and Treasurer to draft an email to the H&L Community Planning Partnership as well as A&B Council to raise this matter.  Christine Murdoch has taken up the matter of charity banking charges with Jackie Baillie.  .   There is some frustration that the Community Council seems to have limited banking options due to our ‘status’  and the need for multiple signatories. 
9. Update on Our Community Project 
· A report on the OC work was circulated (see below).  It was noted, prior to the CC meeting, that the process for finalization of the Local Place Plan did not include any meeting with the community / community council to review the LPP prior to its circulation to neighbouring community councils / local officials.  Prior to the CC meeting the Secretary was in correspondence with the OC Management Committee coordinator about this oversight and agreed to propose to the CC to hold a joint meeting with the OC Management Group / Steering Group w/c 13th January to review the DRAFT Local Place Plan (Post meeting note that the 16th at CBH 1830 has been booked).  This was agreed by the Community Council.  The Secretary will liaise with the OC Management Team Coordinator (Euan Wright) to set up the meeting, establish a clear protocol for the meeting, including perhaps prior circulation of the DRAFT LPP.  The focus is to enable discussion against key objectives so that the LPP does represent options for Land Use in Cove and Kilcreggan.  (Note that often the LPP is complemented by a Community Action Plan which enables work on key priorities e.g. of the established working groups, to be taken forward in a coherent manner.)  The date to be agreed based on the expected size of the meeting (options include community council with public or a full public meeting).  The dates in the report are those of OC with A&B Council final submission date of a LPP to be taken into account as ‘evidence’ for LDP3 being the 30th June 2025.  
· The Community Council gratefully acknowledges that the Our Community grant has paid for the CC website for November 2024-November 2025.  The CC will have to fund this itself in future. Cost is £420 per year.  Based on our current administrative grant from A&B Council this would be over 2/3 of the annual grant.  It was agreed that the CC will coordinate with local experts in 2025 to see if there is a cheaper option.  To be considered further at the February 2025 meeting.  
10. Community and Household Emergency Planning update
· Mapping of flooding and linking to LPP documentation – this is proving problematic due to the nature of the Geodesign Hub process.  To be followed up again.  
· Sandbags / SFRS and update from A&B Council.  No progress yet on accessing the sand.  Secretary to write to Cllr Corry for support on this.  
· For gritting routes / bins etc. please contact A&B Council through: https://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/roads-and-maintenance/winter-road-maintenance 
· Report from Kilcreggan School 4th December ‘Be Confident, Be Prepared’ Showcase.  An active inspiring event. Children enthusiastic and had lots of interesting ideas – including for what they would put in their ‘grab-bags’ if they had to leave their home quickly.  Round 2 of this supported work will in 2025 and take the learning to a global level.  Teachers all actively engaged and commented on how the skills were improving from the first input from OC in 2023.  Models were better, PowerPoints were strong with the children thinking deeply about the issues raised.  
· Telecare and telephone analogue / digital switch over update.  Whilst this ‘switch-over’ has been delayed until 2027 it is increasing in urgency as telephone service providers move on this issue.  Two important points which still need to be addressed are: 
· The current ‘batteries’ for home phones are one hour’s duration only.  Lessons from Storm Darragh indicate that households, especially in rural areas may be cut off for days at a time so a 1 hr. battery is insufficient – especially if there is no mobile signal or way to charge mobile phones (solar battery packs or places with generators); 
· No attention to the ‘resilience’ of the ‘call-centres’.  This was raised at the H&L Community Planning Partnership and no answer is yet available on this.  
11. Ferry and Pier (ND)
· Update on current situation regarding Pier / Ferry.  No change regarding this from the last meeting. 
· New website for registration of service notification.  
· Clyde stakeholder meeting – CM indicated that it was a respectful meeting given the diversity of views.   
· Discussion of the Community Needs Assessment prepared by Stantec which was mentioned in the Greenock Telegraph. ND highlighted that only 16% of the running costs of the ferry are from revenues generated by passengers.  13% of crossings cary NIL passengers. However the assessment had more positives than negatives for Kilcreggan, but the possibility of Sunday services seems unlikely due to crew recruitment requirements.   
· The key message is to encourage people to use our ferry. “Use it or Lose it”.  
12. Roads / Paths / Lighting / Drainage etc 
· Tigh Dearg – update.  Currently the main work is to be finished by mid-January but this is dependent on the level of rock that is met during the works.  This means the earliest date for clearance of the Shore Road site is February 2025, but this may be delayed.  The crossing of Argyll Road has not been carried out yet and the field above will be used for dumping of waste.  
· School Road update:  Issue of drainage remains a problem with water in the burn (that exits in Silver Bay) which is highly variable indicating perhaps upstream blockage.     
· Drainage: A gulley cleaning plan is being finalized by A&B Council.  Secretary to write to Mark Calder (on suggestion of Cllr Corry) to access the plan.  This uses sub-contractors, and it would be good to understand the procedures, timing and when ‘emergency’ requests can be made.  For instance currently Mill Brae / Ferry Brae have sites where leaves are blocking the gulley leading to flooding on the road and black ice in freezing weather.    
· Overhanging trees / mossy pavements.  ( Cllr Irvine).  
· Kilcreggan Bus Shelter repair (Cllr Corry).  Still on the list for repair.  
13. Licensing
Not matters for the meeting.  
14. Community Council Planning Policy / Meeting with Planning  
· The secretary has raised informally with the H&L Community Planning Partnership community councils how to set up a similar meeting with Planning Management / Building Control.  There is some local appetite for waiting for informal ‘soundings’ on this matter. 
· No paper from JM re developers and he was not present at the meetings.  Carried over to the February 2025 meeting.  
· Not discussed at meeting but email from a member of the public regarding listed building walls in South Ailey Road and along parts of Shore Road.  Secretary to write to Historic Environment Scotland to seek clarification on their role in the long-term management of these sites.    

15. Planning Applications (details of applications on A&B website)
· Update on Fish Farm appeal.  No decision has been taken by the Scottish Government.  
· Auchengower: See correspondence below.   For now the CC has done what it can but will continue to monitor the issues at Auchengower.  Note no retrospective planning has been circulated for this site.  .    
· Giants Burn:  It was agreed to restart the CC sub-group on Giants Burn in January.  Christine Murdoch to lead.  There has been no evidence of interest from the community expressed to the CC. The  CC needs to understand ‘what the community thinks’ of the proposal so that, if it comes for planning we are able to respond coherently.  There has been no follow up session by Statkraft regarding the site and both NATS and NatureScot have expressed their concerns.    
· Road access to the building site at the top of Millbrae /Ferry Brae.  Response from Roads and Infrastructure team which confirmed that there has been a breach of regulations (correspondence below).  
· 19/02612/PP – granted planning permission (see letter circulated of 21st November 2024).  From a resident it appears that work has started (post meeting note that the Press office indicates that the chopping down of trees / brush is only to enable survey work to begin not the work itself).   Two issues emerging: 
· The access to the B833 and lack of warning signage has already led to a number of near misses near the junction of Argyll Road and the B833 and near the 30 mph sign.  
· The issue of compliance with the planning Permission letter to Lucid Developments dated 21 November 2024 which lays out in Section 2 ‘pedestrian Path Link:  No development shall commence until such time as (1) the completion of a pedestrian footpath link….   There are a range of other clauses regarding tree protection etc.   
The Community Council agreed that the secretary will write to the Roads and Infrastructure team regarding the issues on the B833 (and need for signage) and will also write to the Planning team regarding the ongoing work on site and how this links to the issues covered in the Planning permission documentation.  
The CC also noted that is there are issues relating to site safety this can be made online at:  https://www.hse.gov.uk/contact/tell-us-about-a-health-and-safety-issue.htm      
16. Any Other Competent Business 
· Derek Fowlis reported on the ‘Santa Dash’ held on 8th December.  This was highly successful and raised £1120 for the Youth Café.  
· Maurice Corry indicated that the issues of a potential Tourist Levy by Argyll & Bute Council will be going out for public consultation shortly.  Currently, this plans to put the levy on the full room price which includes the current 20% VAT.  
· Benches.  Issue raised regarding a Cove bench and family contacted who are exploring options for repair / replacement.  It was agreed that the issue of Benches will be put on the February 2025 agenda regarding future purchases / locations/ repairs etc. 
17. Date of Next Agreed Meeting February 11th 2025.  



Our Community Update for Community Council Meeting 10th December 2024
Update by Euan W 03.12.24.
Please continue to consult the website on news, events, updates, outputs and financial statements. 
Overview
The community inputting phase of the project is almost complete as of 1.12.24. There are no additional opportunities for the community input of ideas, the exception being Kilcreggan Village, see below. 
The outputs from the two community mapping negotiation events should be live on the website and in circulation by the 10th December at the latest. 
We are now making sure SKS Scotland have all the data and information from the last two years as they pull together the draft LPP.
Kilcreggan Village (KV) was not included in the community mapping exercises. The Kilcreggan Alliance Group are pulling together a plan for the village centre, chaired/led by Harry Cathcart, working to a deadline of the 15th January for those final inputs.
Updates for KV, events and consultation points will be published on the website as soon as possible. 
Events
See website for completed and upcoming events.
The next event is a drop in session/surgery Wednesday 11th December between 11 and 13 in the Café at Kilcreggan. 
Further drop in sessions are scheduled for the 13th and 25th of January. 
Timelines
15th January
We are still working towards various stakeholders getting eyes on the draft LPP through January, however, the timeline has been squeezed by the need for a second mapping workshop, and new initiatives for Kilcreggan Village. 
As a result there is a new deadline of the 15th January for all final inputs to be with SKS, to give time to work in any new data prior to the 1st February.
1st February
This is the date the LPP goes out to various stakeholders for comment, as per the LPP statutory guidance. The comment period must last no less than 28 days. 
Ideas and comments on what happens on this date, and in the run up to it, are very welcome (cbh event, publicity etc etc). 
17th March
Date of submission of the LPP to ABC
Thanks and acknowledgment to all members of the community groups who’s contributions have ensured we get to this stage in the project; a huge effort by all involved. 



Treasurers Report:  Accounts December 2024
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Correspondence regarding Auchengower
From: Sheelagh O'Reilly <sheelaghoreilly@hotmail.com> 
Sent: 20 October 2024 08:44
To: Spence, Emma <Emma.Spence@argyll-bute.gov.uk>
Cc: Sweeney, Kirsty <Kirsty.Sweeney@argyll-bute.gov.uk>; Corry, Maurice <Maurice.corry@argyll-bute.gov.uk>
Subject: FW: Auchengower Update [OFFICIAL] Additional issues
Importance: High
Emma, 
Further to the detailed email below it is apparent that Auchengower has continued to cut back trees and vegetation on the site.  This includes on land on the shore side of the road.  This is not their land being the property of the Cove and Kilcreggan Trust who have been informed.  I Attach two photos I took on Saturday 19th  morning showing the trees cut back on the shore side as well as further vegetation clearance on the landward side.  
I understand from various presentations by A&B Council that no-one has a ‘right to a view’ in planning law and yet this ad-hoc cutting of vegetation that is not even on the land owned by the business does seem to build on the problem of a site that does not respect the building regulations and has apparently ‘got away’ with things in the past.  
This is not only affecting this site but the lack of attention to building control and issues in the Cove Conservation Area have now resulted in the removal of regenerating trees and vegetation on private land (Cove and Kilcreggan Trust) by householder(s) apparently to ‘increase their view.  See attached photo.  
I know resources are highly stretched at A&B Council but we do seem to be developing a culture that ‘anything goes’ and that planning rules and regulations can be easily flouted without consequences.  That is a recipe for disaster.  
I would be happy to have an online call with yourself on behalf of the Community Council,  on these issues.  
With best wishes, 
Sheelagh O’Reilly

From: Sheelagh O'Reilly 
Sent: 18 October 2024 10:16
To: Spence, Emma <Emma.Spence@argyll-bute.gov.uk>
Cc: Sweeney, Kirsty <Kirsty.Sweeney@argyll-bute.gov.uk>; Corry, Maurice <Maurice.Corry@argyll-bute.gov.uk>
Subject: RE: Auchengower Update [OFFICIAL]
Emma, 
I hope all is well and you had a good break. 
I indicated in an earlier email that I would response to your mail of the 4th October to enable you to see the ongoing concerns from the Community Council.  At the meeting held on the 8th October I was requested, following receipt of concerns from CC members, to write to you regarding the key issues.  
These can be grouped around 4 key areas.  I outline the concerns below.  This is focused on Auchengower but would have implications for other outstanding planning issues in the Cove and Kilcreggan area.  
1. Response times:  We are concerned about the slow response times to complaints from the public.  If action had been taken at Auchengower on receipt of the complaint the 3 mobile homes could have been removed instead of being made permanent.  In relation to sites where there is a history of planning issues this is especially worrying.  Is there not a formal protocol for dealing with this type of complaint on sensitive sites?  Early action (and enforcement) would reduce the need to move to retrospective planning processes; 
1. Retrospective planning:  The use of retrospective planning applications to remedy major challenges to the normal route to gain planning permission is of concern.  Whilst we recognise that A&B Council can utilise discretion in relation to mistakes etc in planning processes and subsequent implementation,  large scale breaches of planning processes seem to create a substantial precedent for future and ongoing breaches by individuals and companies.  Currently it seems that A&B Council has no appetite to challenge (could be resourcing but seems not to be limited to that issue), at an early stage, breaches of planning regulations.  This seems, at least to the public, to give license to developers to ‘play the game’ in relation to whether they choose to follow planning processes and any constraints posed upon them before they move on / go bankrupt / apply for retrospective planning etc.  If individuals / developers think there will be no sanctions they will proceed as they wish rather than as required.  
1. Retrospective planning and quality management:  The use of retrospective planning also reduces the ability of Building Control etc to monitor the quality of the build e.g. the base area for the 3 mobile homes.  This failure in process could lead to difficult situations arising for purchasers of property / mobile homes as well as creating possibly dangerous situations e.g. increased risk of landslides in heavy rain storms onto vital roads.  
1. Landscaping at Auchengower:  All trees / bushes etc below the platform with the three new mobile homes on have been raised to the ground and work to remove trees / bushes behind the 3 mobile homes is also in place.  Whilst it is recognised that the areas is not in the Cove Conservation area we have been advised of the following by a local resident concerning the woodland in that area (in blue as directly copied from another email): 
“This is the link to the Ancient Woodland Inventory website.  Note that the woodland doesn't have to be classified as 'Ancient', this inventory also includes 'Long-established' and 'Semi-Natural woodlands. Ancient Woodland Inventory (Scotland) - data.gov.uk
[The site that has been cleared] is identified in the Ancient Woodland Inventory | NatureScot Spatial Data Hub.  It may not have looked special but it would definitely be of biodiversity benefit as A&B recognise in their own Biodiversity Technical Note for Planners and Developers, see https://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2023-11/biodiversity_technical_note_feb_2017_4.pdf  Plus it functions as part of the network of wildlife corridors that run either side of the Shore Road in its vicinity.
I [local resident] still think that just because it is not in the Conservation Area is not an argument.  I would argue that this area marks the threshold to Cove village which contains the CA and therefore affects the setting of the CA, see Historic Environment Scotland's guidance on settings:  file:///C:/Users/User/Downloads/managing-change-setting.PDF “
As you can see the issues raised in relation to Auchengower are also of concern for other sites in the Cove and Kilcreggan area.  Timeliness of response, especially to sites with a history of non-compliance, must surely be important.  Timely responses would also reduce the risks of the need to use your discretion and retrospective planning permission for large potential breaches of existing planning permission.  For the public this does not seem to be ‘fair’ especially as clear reasons for non-action / application of discretion are not provided.  What criteria are used to enable some form of ‘discretionary threshold’ to be reached (or alternatively not to be put into play).  
We welcome your thoughts on these issues so that the Cove and Kilcreggan Community Council and the residents that it represents can be assured of effective, transparent and fair application of planning laws and regulation to developers as much as to private individuals.  
With best wishes, 
Sheelagh O’Reilly
Secretary, Cove and Kilcreggan Community Council
From: Spence, Emma <Emma.Spence@argyll-bute.gov.uk> 
Sent: 04 October 2024 17:23
To: Sheelagh O'Reilly <sheelaghoreilly@hotmail.com>
Cc: Sweeney, Kirsty <Kirsty.Sweeney@argyll-bute.gov.uk>; Corry, Maurice <Maurice.Corry@argyll-bute.gov.uk>
Subject: Auchengower Update [OFFICIAL]
Classification: OFFICIAL
Sheelagh,
As discussed please see below update to share at the next CC meeting on 08.10.2024
1. Planning enforcement case 24/00057/ENOTH2 refers to the siting of three unauthorised caravans adjacent to Shore Road within Auchengower Caravan Park.
· The Park is not within the Conservation Area. 
· Whilst the siting of the caravans are unauthorised, it is considered that with the application of planning conditions- such as landscaping and occupancy, this development may be supported. 
· It appears that trees and vegetation have been removed to allow for the siting of the caravans. A planning condition can stipulate landscaping requirements and compensatory planting. It is noted that the existing surrounding woodland is overgrown with invasive species and is of generally poor quality.
· As the breach in planning control could be resolved through a retrospective application it is not expedient to take enforcement action at this time. 
· As the breach can be resolved through retrospective planning permission, the level of planning harm is moderately low. 
· Failure to resolve the breach with the land owner may result in formal enforcement action, but only once efforts to resolve the breach have been exhausted. Please see the Council’s Planning Enforcement Charter online for ore on the planning enforcement process.  Appendix A Planning Enforcement and Monitoring Charter March 22 draft ABC corporate template.pdf (argyll-bute.gov.uk)
· Please note that enforcement action is a discretionary power and it is the Council’s position to work with the land owner to resolve the breach prior to resorting to formal measures.
 
1. Another matter raised is the demolition of B-Listed Auchengower House in 2018. The demolition followed a demolition order issued by Building Standards. We are currently looking into whether any administrative processes related to the demolition are still to be completed. Due to the demolition order, and that the building would have met the requirements under LDP2 Policy 16 (Listed Buildings) to support demolition (i.e beyond economic repair and incapable for re-use) no formal enforcement action in relation to the demolition is currently under consideration.
 
1. I note from previous correspondence that a site visit has been requested. I do not have the time or resources to meet on site and would have no further information to share than what’s listed above.  The complaints listed on this case and the CC will be updated when there is a significant update in this case- such as a valid planning application.
 Emma Spence
Planning Enforcement Officer (Bute, Cowal, Helensburgh and Lomond)
Correspondence re building site on Ferry Brae / Millbrae

From: Roads and Infrastructure <roadsandinfrastructure@argyll-bute.gov.uk> 
Sent: 29 October 2024 16:11
To: 'Sheelagh O'Reilly' <sheelaghoreilly@hotmail.com>
Subject: RE: C&K Community Council: B833 concerns re access to building site on Ferry Brae / Millbrae between Kilreggan and Rosneath
Good afternoon Sheelagh 
Following a recent inspection by the Roads Inspector and Team Leader at the Mill Brae development site, we have confirmed that work has been carried out on the carriageway without the appropriate road opening permit. Consequently, the site developer will be issued a formal letter regarding the breach of Section 56 of the Roads (Scotland) Act 1984 for opening the carriageway without authorisation.
Although the current work does not involve activity within the carriageway itself, which limits our ability to install traffic management measures such as traffic lights, we are considering alternative steps to ensure road user safety. We will request the placement of appropriate warning signage to alert drivers and other road users to the ongoing works in the area.
Kind regards
Roads and Infrastructure Services
Argyll and Bute Council
01546 605514
To report a fault please use the Report It section on our website www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
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[image: ]Follow us on twitter @ABC_roads_infra
Please note that your details, including any personal information you may have provided, will be passed to the relevant service mentioned above.  A full privacy notice can be found on our website, which explains what we will do with your personal information and what your rights are under Data Protection legislation.  https://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/data-protection
From: Sheelagh O'Reilly <sheelaghoreilly@hotmail.com> 
Sent: 16 October 2024 11:20
To: Roads and Infrastructure <roadsandinfrastructure@argyll-bute.gov.uk>; Spence, Emma <Emma.Spence@argyll-bute.gov.uk>
Cc: Corry, Maurice <Maurice.corry@argyll-bute.gov.uk>; Paterson, Iain Shonny <Iainshonny.paterson@argyll-bute.gov.uk>; Irvine, Mark <Mark.irvine@argyll-bute.gov.uk>; JOHN AULD <john@thefirmofeauld.co.uk>
Subject: C&K Community Council: B833 concerns re access to building site on Ferry Brae / Millbrae between Kilreggan and Rosneath
Good morning, 
At the last Cove and Kilreggan Community Council meeting held on the 8th October I was requested, as Secretary, to write to the Roads and Infrastrtucture team as well as Planning regarding the access to the site at the top of Ferry Brae / Millbrae.  In the last couple of weeks major work has been undertaken to make access to the site from the B833.  Key concerns raised are: 
1. The access road with extension to the main carriage way is not clearly delimited with signs / bollards or other barriers.  
1. This is of concern as this is a national speed limit area (60 mph) with poor sight lines and a narrow carriage way used by delivery lorries, buses (including school bus) with no street lights.  
1. The risks therefore of vehicles possibly mistaking the new road verge as ‘driveable’ is high and this could cause a serious accident,  
1. The site access is uphill onto the B833 (which as stated above is only national speed limit) so there are likely to be slow moving vehicles moving up hill onto the main carriage way with people travelling fast up the hill from Rosneath in particular.  
We do understand that access to the new building site we would like to request careful attention to possible mitigation of the risks including (but not limited to): 
1. A temporary speed limit on the road say to 30mph which would reduce risks overall; 
1. Improved signage on both sides (perhaps back 500 metres) to enable vehicles to adjust speed to the new situation; 
1. Clear delimitation of the carriageway boundary from the temporary entrance service with bollards / fencing
1. Use of traffic lights when there are regular vehicle movements e.g. removal of rock / soil and other material.  
I would appreciate a speedy reply to this issue so we can communicate clearly to the Community Council members and local residents.  If you come for a sight visit I am sure the Community Council would be able to request a member to attend so that there is a clear understanding of the regulations governing this type of access situation and what can be done to mitigate the worst of the challenges as winter come on.  
Yours, 
Sheelagh O’Reilly
Secretary, Cove and Kilcreggan Community Council
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	Number of calls to police 
	  Between the dates of 4th of October 2024 and 8th December 2024, there have been a total of 39 calls to the Police from the Cove and Kilcreggan area.



	

	Local Policing Priority
	Local Good News
	How can you help?
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	Cowal, Bute & Helensburgh benefits from a dedicated Pro-active Serious and Organised Crime Team (SOCT). These specialist officers are supported by dedicated intelligence officers in tackling serious and organised crime in our communities. 

We have been upskilling officers across Argyll ensuring they understand and appreciate the importance of community intelligence and information. This information is key are often results in the targeting of those involved in the sale and supply of controlled drugs. 


	Community information is key for us and may just provide us with the last piece of evidence required to apply to the courts for a warrant.

We encourage our communities to share concerns and suspicions around drug dealing either by calling 101 or by reporting anonymously via Crimestoppers 0800 555 111 
Crimestoppers in Scotland | Crimestoppers (crimestoppers-uk.org) 0800 555 111
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	Acquisitive crime remains a local priority. Figures across the country are on an upward trajectory, which in part is a result of the cost-of-living crisis. We are working with our Preventions team looking at maximising our crime prevention opportunities and looking at innovative ways to increase local awareness.  

We are working with our communities to identify areas of vulnerability where we can engage with our partners to maximise our response.

In Helensburgh Our community policing officers are engaging with local businesses in the retail sector to reduce shoplifting. Officers are taking ownership by identifying those responsible, collating information and seeking bail conditions restricting access by the perpetrators.

Theft of fuel from petrol stations continues to be an increasing trend. Along with our preventions team we are supporting local business to ensure that we are proving crime prevention advice and seeking local business to review practises to reduce the volume of these crimes.  

	Your local police would like for your Community Council to help us by following us on our social media channels and help us spread crime prevention advice and guidance.

Security could be improved by simply installing security lighting and or CCTV, by doing so this gives an extra barrier to stop potential housebreakers from entering your homes. We would also like you to report any suspicious behaviour you see in your local community. 












	Local Policing Priority
	Local Good News
	How can you help?
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	Incidents of Interest 
•	4th October          1 accident recorded Barbour Rd vehicles non injury 
•	18th October      Report of careless driving South Ailey Rd Cove 
•	22/10                    1 vehicle struck a Deer causing damage to vehicle – Coulport
•	28/10                    2 vehicle RTC Shore Rd Non injury no report submitted 
•	28/11                    1 vehicle RTC hit lamp post non injury

Across Helensburgh and Lomond we very much understand public concerns in relation to road safety. We are committed to reducing road deaths by targeting the 5 main causes of fatal road accidents. These include speeding, being unfit to drive through drink or drugs, failure to wear seatbelts and driver distraction.  Our officers will continue to pro-actively engage through enforcement and education.  

We very much welcome the new average speed cameras on the A82 at Luss and the safety cameras in Cardross and hope these cameras positively influence driver behaviour and decision making. 

We are working with partners including the Institute of Advanced Motorists to provide better understanding to road users who travel through our rural villages and towns to highlight the dangers and community impact that speeding and driving without due care and attention has.
We delivered partnership events in Inveraray across the summer months with our specialist motorcycle officers and the Institute of Advanced Motorists who were able to engage with motorcyclists who regularly travel to Argyll during the summer months. 

Year to date across our area (including Cowal and Bute) 40 persons who have been reported with being unfit to drive through drink or drugs or have refused to supply a specimen when required to do so. These numbers remain on par with the 5 year average but are down on last years numbers.

We delivered partnership events in Inveraray across the summer months with our specialist motorcycle officers and the Institute of Advanced Motorists who were able to engage with motorcyclists who regularly travel to Argyll during the summer months. 
Our community events have been a great success and well received in the local community. These events support our determination to reduce road deaths across Argyll
	

Your local police would like for your Community Council to help us with ensuring Road Safety by reporting anyone who is suspected of drink or drug driving within your community or any vehicle speeding/driving carelessly, this can be done either in person via 101 or via crime stoppers online:

Crimestoppers in Scotland | Crimestoppers (crimestoppers-uk.org) 0800 555 111
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	Violent crime continues to be closely monitored and reviewed with investigations being resourced across Local Policing Teams and the Criminal Investigation Department. 

Each crime is subject of daily review and scrutiny and thereafter allocated to the most appropriate department to progress to assist in identification of repeat victims, offenders and locations. Any emerging issues and risks are shared, and appropriate actions identified

Across Helensburgh and Lomond, we continue to support our nighttime economy by providing a visible presence in our licensed premises. Weekend policing plans allow us to maximise our efforts across our towns as we look for opportunities to reduce early signs of anti-social behaviour which may escalate into violence. We often work with partners to maximise our presence. 

In Helensburgh the Royal Navy Police continue to attend shift meetings learning about priority tasking and supporting local policing across the town.  

	Your local police would like for your Community Council to help us with tackling Violent Crime by reporting any ASB or community concerns either in person via 101 or via crime stoppers online:

Crimestoppers in Scotland | Crimestoppers (crimestoppers-uk.org) 0800 555 111
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	Throughout the summer months, we have been engaging with partners across various organisations to consider how we can work together more efficiently to tackle the seasonal Anti-Social Behaviour that we often see.

We have a team of 3 Local Community Officers who work from Helensburgh who are the eyes and ears for the local community. They aim to:

· Build positive relationships with local business and community.
· Engage with and support night-time community 
· Robust ASB plans at the weekend 
· Not solely for the town centre and will ask them to patrol small villages across area


Fraud Prevention
Frauds and scams continue to be a focus as offences are still being reported on a regular basis and we would welcome invites from any community groups or organisations in the Helensburgh and Lomond area who feel they could benefit from an input from our preventions team.
	Your local police would like for your Community Council to help us with helping Public Protection by reporting any concerns you may have regarding potential victims of Domestic Abuse or vulnerable persons, who may be being exploited or who may just need additional crime prevention support to us either in person or anonymous 



Useful Links/Contacts

· Argyll and Bute Communtiy Directory - https://abcd.scot/ including warm spaces information
· Crimestoppers – Crimestoppers in Scotland | Crimestoppers (crimestoppers-uk.org) 0800 555 111
· Scottish Partnership Against Rural Crime – www.scottishparc.co.uk 
· Women’s Aid - Home - Women's Aid (womensaid.org.uk) 
· Citizens Advice – 0808 164 6000
· Argyll and Bute Council Trading Standards – 01546 605 519
· Argyll and Bute Council – https://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/my-council/how-contact-us 
· Transport Scotland – road related incidents and road closures - https://www.traffic.gov.scot/traffic-information/incidents
· Scottish Water - https://www.scottishwater.co.uk/Help-and-Resources/Contact-Us 0800 0778 778
· NHS24 (including mental health support) – 111 or https://www.nhsinform.scot/ 

Follow us on Social Media and help share loacl appeals and education messages
· Facebook -  Police Scotland Argyll and West Dunbartonshire 
· X (formerly Twitter) – PSOSArgyllBute and PSOS ArgWestDunb

Sign up to Neighbourhood Watch to receive local alerts and bulletins for your community area - https://neighbourhoodwatchscotland.co.uk/#0 

Have your say on your local policing priorities - https://consult.scotland.police.uk/strategy-insight-and-innovation/your-police-2023-2024/ 


Please Contact the officer below with any feedback or concerns raised at the meeting for further considerations or police action.



	Report Completed by 
	PC Ailsa Gill and PC Cameron Macpherson

	Contact 
	Email Adress Ailsa.gill@scotland.police.uk  cameron.macpherson@scotland.police.uk







C&K Community Council:  Declaration of Interest in relation to trusteeship, directorship, membership of bodies that may have a bearing on Community Council agenda items.  
This is to ensure that all members of the Community Council know explicitly wider position CC members hold.  This would be published and also ensure that members of Cove and Kilcreggan are also aware of these positions.  
Given the Declaration of Interest also refers to family members any position held by a close family member should also be indicated.  
X – for a Community Councillor / F – for close family member (not need to name them)
	
	Community Councillor Name
	RPW-CDT Director
	OC Steering Group
	OC Management Group
	OC Working Group (Name)
	Cove and Kilcreggan Trust Director
	CBH Director
	Professional or business group
	OTHER – name organisation
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REPORT FOR DECEMBER 2024 MEETING

Opening Balance: £2,495.72

INCOME
ABC grant: £626.60

Project 1 grant £1,045.00
Project 2 grant £2,200.00
Total Income: £3,871.60

cc
Balances split as: £3,122.32

EXPENDITURE
CBH hire £131.40
GDPR Fee £40.00
Heritage Trail Leaflets £284.00
Beer Festival Donation £100.00
Spring bulbs replacement cheque £50.55
£38.40
Expenditure »o.amﬁmu £644.35

Materials - P1

CHEP School grant - P2

.mn,,m:nmm remaining: £2,477.97

Anticipated further spend this year:
CBH Hire: £102.60
Parish Online: £110.00

Account Maintenance Fee (to 9th June) £25.50
Chegue Fees £3.00

Projects
£3,245.00

£1,044.80

£1,000.00

£2,044.80

£1,200.20
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